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EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : TAZOE M ET AL: JOURNAL OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY, vol. 275, no 
15, 14 April 2000 (2000-04-14), pages 1 1300-1 1305 



Novelty (Art 33(2) PCT) 

The subject matter of claims 1-16 is new because the prior art does not disclose a 
recombinant Sinorhizobium transformed with pyridoxol 5'-phosphate synthase and 
D-erythrose 4-phosphate dehydrogenase. 



Inventive step (Art 33(3) PCT) 

The subject matter of claims 1-16 involves an inventive step because, although it is 
known that D-erythrose 4-phosphate dehydrogenase is missing from Sinorhizobium 
meliloti (D1), it does not prevent S. meliloti from producing vitamin B6 since an 
alternative pathway is in place. Therefore, there is no incentive for transforming 
Sinorhizobium with D-erythrose 4-phosphate dehydrogenase. 
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